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WE WELCOME YOU TO THE KAMILAROI HIGHWAY,

A JOURNEY THAT WILL TAKE YOU FROM THE MOUNTAINS
T0 THE PLAINS, THROUGH GOMEROI COUNTRY.

- JASON ALLEN, GAMILAROI MAN WALHALLOW

within these communities all spoke very similar dialects,
each a variety of Kamilaroi. The word Kamilaroi or
Gamilaraay comes from the Kamilaroi language,
gamil, meaning “no” and araay meaning “having”.

Aboriginal occupation of the area was always focused
along major water sources and generally radiated
outwards. There were many independent Kamilaroi
communities consisting of approximately 150 people
which occupied well-defined lands; an area within
which they may gather and hunt food. Neighbouring
communities were not welcome within another’s
territory unless invited or for a specific gathering.

The Kamilaroi are understood to have felt spiritually
connected to their “country” and to have employed
land management systems to actively ensure that

the resources used to survive would be available
indefinitely. These land management systems were
linked to the Kamilaroi’s social organization.

Named after the traditional owners, the sealed Highway
links the Hunter Valley with Outback NSW.

This 600-kilometre journey begins just across the
Great Dividing Range at Willow Tree, before
following the course of the Namoi River as it makes
its way toward the Darling River then on to Bourke.

This is the agricultural heartland of NSW, growing
everything from wheat and cotton to sunflowers
and sorghum. Attractions of these lands range from
the sight of giant combine harvesters travelling
through acres of grain to mountain vistas and
Dorothea Mackellar’s “sunburnt plains”.

The journey passes through many attractive towns
such as Bourke, Brewarrina, Walgett, Lightning Ridge,
Narrabri, Gunnedah, Quirindi and Willow Tree.

KAMILARO! HIGHWAY

<< to Cunnamulla, QId << to Roma, QId to Goondiwindi, Qld >>
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BOURKE

NAMED AFTER SIR RICHARD BOURKE, GOVERNOR 1835

IN 1835 THE EXPLORER SIR THOMAS MITCHELL BUILT A FORT IN THE AREA
WHICH HE NAMED FORT BOURKE IN HONOUR OF THE GOVERNOR OF NSW, SIR RICHARD BOURKE.

‘Back O Bourke’ - one of the most recognisable terms in the Australian vernacular, but where, or rather ‘what’ is it?
Far more than a geographic location, the Back O’ Bourke is the deep, innate gravitational draw that all Australians
feel toward the vast centre of this continent. The undeniable knowledge that, just over the mountains, just beyond
the fences, lawns and commerce of our cities and towns, there lies the real Australia.

It is people and it is landscape, solitude and mateship. It encompasses history, art and nature, as well as invention
and ingenuity. Small towns and big distances, wide open plains and narrow tracks. As much a concept as it is
a reality, and only ever truly understood through experience.

to Brewarrina (97.9km) >> Back O’ Bourke Information & Exhibition Centre Kidman Way, Bourke NSW 2840 www.backobourke.com.au P:02 6872 1321




BREWARRINA

DERIVED FROM ‘BURRU WARANHA

A WEILWAN NAME FOR A SPECIES OF ACACIA, CASSIA TREE, "ACACIA CLUMPS",

Brewarrina is a unique town and a popular destination for those who wish to “linger longer.” Its uniqueness lies in
the natural attractions and surrounding countryside, which offer challenging hunting, fishing, bush walking, skiing,
swimming, sight-seeing and much more.

Brewarrina is situated where the Barwon River flows through the oldest man-made structure on earth,
the Ngunnhu (fish traps). Archaeologists estimate the Ngunnhu to be over 40,000 years old.

The banks of the Barwon River at the Ngunnhu was one of the great inter-tribal meeting places in EasternAustralia
for Aboriginal people and the Shire is home to the Morawari, Barkinji, Weilwan, Kamilaroi, Koamu, Valarai,
Baranbinja, Wiradjuri, Ngemba, and Yualwarri peoples.

<< to Bourke (97.9km) to Walgett (132km) >> Brewarrina Visitor Information Centre 40 Bathurst St, Brewarrina NSW 2839 www.brewarrina.nsw.gov.au P:02 6830 5152




WALGETT

MEETING OF THE TWO RIVERS

(GAMILARAAY/GAMILAROI/GOMEROI - ALL ACCEPTED)

Walgett is Gamilaraay Country where the Barwon and Namoi rivers meet, where Frederick Wolseley of
Euroka Station invented the first mechanical shearing hand piece in 1885. One of the biggest producers of
chickpeas in the Southern Hemisphere, and home to one of the regions sought after Hot Artesian Bore Baths.

A haven of fresh air, vast opén spaces and a starry night sky hard to beat. No hustle. No traffic. No parking
problems! Leave with your,own out of the ordinary experience that will stay with you and bring you back to
the region again and again.

Walgett offers various accommodation choices from an RV Friendly Camping Ground, Motels, the Showground
for a minimal fee and Farm stays. {

to Lightning Ridge (73.4km) >>

<< to Brewarrina (132km) to Narrabri (176.6km) >>

Walgett Visitor Information Centre

88 Fox St, Walgett NSW 2832

www.walgett.nsw.gov.au

P:02 6828 6139




LIGHTNING RIDGE

LIGHTNING RIDGE NAMING SITE, LOCATED OPPOSITE “STANLEY THE EMU”
IS MARKED WITH HISTORICAL PLAQUE.

Detour north from Walgett to Lightning Ridge, just over half an hour’s drive.

Lightning Ridge is a charismatic town that is inhabited by people from 50 different nationalities, including the
Yuwaalaraay Indigenous people.

There are various Dreamtime Stories about how the opal came to be. Lightning Ridge a long time ago there
was the most beautiful creature called Pallah-Pallah the butterfly. Her story was an adventure and formed the
colours of the rainbow on the dazzling opal stones.

On 27th July 1993 opal became Australia’s National Stone.

The locals are aware of the uniqueness of this town and what makes it one of the must see destinations of
Outback NSW. You can explore everything or relax and take your time.

It would be advisable to book your accommodation in advance when possible.

to Wee Waa via Walgett (207.1 km) >>

<< to Walgett (73.4km)

Lightning Ridge Visitor Information Centre

Lightning Ridge NSW 2834

www.walgett.nsw.gov.au

P:02 6829 1670




DAY ONE 4 dasy- in T Navvabvi Kagion

Explore the sights in and around the Narrabri Region.

Gather your information, local souvenirs and climb aboard a real cotton picker
at the Narrabri Region Visitor Information Centre.

Unearth local history and culture at the Narrabri Old Gaol Museum, the Wee
Waa Echo Museum, Boggabri Tractor Shed or Boggabri Historical Museum.

Interested in fish rather than fishing, the Narrabri Fish Farm is an ideal location
for a tour or fun family day out.

Satisfy your scientific curiosities with the most advanced radio telescopes in
the southern hemisphere at the CSIRO Australia Telescopes.

Take a dip at Yarrie Lake, a 3km saucer-shaped expanse of water thought to
have been formed by a falling meteor.

DAY TWO Jopr of Ther world

Spend the day high above the agricultural plains discovering ecological gems
and uncovering secrets.

% % Climb the 1512m summit of Mt Kaputar National Park, where you will be
s treated to panoramic views encompassing a staggering 10 per cent of NSW.
S 5 Experience an almighty wall of organ pipes without stepping foot inside a church.
Ttk Sawn Rocks’ towering 40m high pillars are undoubtedly the most iconic
: " reminder of Mount Kaputar’s volcanic past.

Connect with Aboriginal culture at the Deriah Aboriginal Area which forms
part of the traditional country of the Gamilaraay people. It contains numerous

Fo R K E D w AT E R : : :' :: : ﬁzc;ggé?zglziszhg\éig:fgagg ;r:ding, unique wildlife and offers spectacular

Rest your legs and observe more remote and inaccessible parts of the Nandewar
Ranges in an ultimate Helicopter adventure.

DAY THREE Back Tr nidare

Venture onto the road less travelled into the Pilliga Forest. Home to the
Pilliga Yowie, the scenery is distinctly unique and makes a trip into the scrub
quite an adventure.

Soak away those aches and pains in the 37-degree mineral-rich water of the
Pilliga Artesian Bore Bath and Campground.

Wander the Salt Caves and hike the escarpment to the Pilliga Forest Lookout
Tower where you’ll be treated to a birds eye view of a million wild acres.

Discover the mysteries of the Sandstone Caves. The walking track circling the
caves reveal indications of Aboriginal habitation inside these unique tunnels
and formations.

Take in the view of Dandry Gorge while exploring the magnificent Sculptures
in the Scrub, inspired by local Aboriginal history and culture. During early
spring the walking track offer spectacular wildflower displays.

Narrabri Region Visitor Information Centre Newell Hwy, Narrabri NSW 2390 www.visitnarrabri.com.au P:02 6799 6760 / 1800 659 931




GUNNEDAR

PLACE OF WHITE STONES

As you continue your journey, the endless horizons of the western end of the Kamilaroi Highway are funneled
between outcrops of hills and mountain ranges approaching Gunnedah. The vibrant colours of seasonal crops
stretch from Narrabri to Gunnedah and beyond, complementing the palette of colours you will find scattered
all over the town. Gunnedah is a farming town with mining thrown into the mix. Thanks to a vibrant art
community you will find public art and galleries all over Gunnedah.

Nature walks and beautiful lookouts invite you to explore and you might spot a koala or two while you’re here!
There are plenty of food options for breakfast, lunch and dinner, from cafés, takeaways to pub meals.

Exciting news: a brand-new Koala Sanctuary is expected to open in 2022!

<< to Narrabri (104km) to Quirindi (82.4km) >>

Gunnedah Visitor Information Centre

83 Chandos Street, Gunnedah 2380

www.visitgunnedah.com.au

1800 KOALAS / 02 6740 2230




LIVERPOOL PLAINS

NAMED AFTER THE EARL OF LIVERPOOL, PRIME MINISTER OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AT THE TIME
THE AA COMPANY DISCOVERED THE BLACKSOIL PLAINS IN THE 1830IES.

As you make your way east, for the final stage of your journey along the Kamilaroi, there’s plenty to see
and do in the Liverpool Plains. We’d encourage you to take your time on the drive, detour either side of the
highway and you’ll be amongst some of the most productive agricultural land in Australia and experience a
vast landscape that changes colour with the season.

Each of the villages and towns have a story to tell about life on the Liverpool Plains, the long and rich culture
of the Kamilaroi people, the farming traditions dating from the mid 1850’s and the importance of the railway
network and its people to Australia’s prosperity.

Don’t forget to indulge in a little contemporary country hospitality while you’re here. Browse our shops,
sample our produce, dine in our cafes and restaurants and swap stories at the bar. And make time to enjoy the
dark night sky, there’s nothing like it.

<< to Gunnedah (82.4km) to Sydney (349.6km) >>

Liverpool Plains Visitor Information Centre

King George V Park, New England Hwy, Willow Tree NSW 2339

P:02 6747 1226




JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER

LIGHTNING RIDGE OPAL FESTIVAL AGQUIP FIELD DAYS THE KILLARNEY CLASSIC
Lightning Ridge AND NIGHQUIP Narrabri
Gunnedah
COME BY CHANCE RACES
EULAH CREEK MACHINERY DAY LI
Narrabri
ENNGONIA RACES
COLLY COD CLASSIC Eouie
Walgett

LOUTH RACES

Bourke

NOSH NARRABRI
Narrabri \

WALGETT MUD TRIALS WEE WAA'S COTTON CAPITAL
Walgett COUNTRY MUSIC MUSTER
Narrabri

WEEKS OF SPEED

Gunnedah LET'S DANCE CARINDA -

TR T EQ‘ﬂEi E;‘:!ng“"’““ FESTIVAL

Quirindi

HARVEST FESTIVAL

APRIL DECEMBER
GUNNEDAH SHOW BOXING DAY RACES
Gunnedah Quirindi
DROVERS CAMPFIRE
Narrabri
BACK 0'BOURKE PICNIC RACES
Bourke
LIGHTNING RIDGE EASTER FESTIVAL MAY JUNE
Lightning Ridge
BACK 0 BOURKE EASTER FESTIVAL QUIRINDI RALLY & SWAP MEET DOROTHEA MACKELLAR
ok Quirindi POETRY AWARDS
BAIAME'S NGUNNHU FESTIVAL COD CUP - ANNUAL HORSE RACE S
S ) Brewarrina ROWENA CRACKER NIGHT

Walgett

KURRUMBEDE OPEN DAY

Gunnedah

BREWARRINA BIG FISH

Brewarrina
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